Commercial Fishing

Reading Comprehension

Commercial fishing is a vital industry that provides a significant portion of the world’s
seafood supply. Unlike recreational fishing, which is often done for leisure, commercial
fishing involves catching fish and other seafood on a large scale to sell and distribute to
markets, restaurants, and grocery stores.

Commercial fishing employs various techniques and equipment to catch fish. One
common method is trawling, where large nets are dragged through the water behind a
boat to capture fish. Another method is longlining, which uses a main line with baited
hooks attached to catch species like tuna and swordfish. Some commercial fishers use
traps and pots to catch crustaceans such as crab and lobster.

Fishing vessels range from small boats to enormous factory ships. Factory ships are
equipped with processing facilities that can clean, freeze, and package the catch on
board. This helps to preserve the fish and reduce spoilage during long journeys.
Sustainable practices are crucial in commercial fishing to prevent overfishing and
protect marine ecosystems. Fisheries management involves setting quotas, regulating
fishing methods, and monitoring fish populations to ensure that fishing activities do not
deplete resources and harm the environment.

The commercial fishing industry plays a significant role in the global economy, providing
jobs and supporting communities around the world. It also faces challenges such as
fluctuating fish stocks, environmental regulations, and competition from illegal fishing
activities. Despite these challenges, commercial fishing remains an essential industry °
for supplying seafood and sustaining livelihoods.
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Commercial Fishing

Reading Comprehension

@ What is the main purpose of commercial fishing?

@ Describe two methods used in commercial fishing.

@ What are factory ships and what do they do?

@ Why are sustainable practices important in commercial
fishing?

What challenges does the commercial fishing industry
face?
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Commercial Fishing

ANSWER KEY

@ What is the main purpose of commercial fishing?

To catch fish and other seafood on a |<1rge scale for sale
and distribution.

@ Describe two methods used in commercial fishing.

Trawling (dragging large nets through the water) and
longlining (using @ main line with baited hooks).

@ What are factory ships and what do they do?

Factory ships are large fishing vessels equipped with
processing facilities that clean, freeze, and package fish on

board.
@ Why are sustainable practices important in commercial
fishing? <
A
To prevent overfishing, protect marine ecosystems, and N

ensure that fishing activities do not deplete fish populations.

What challenges does the commercial fishing industry
face?

F|uctuating fish stocks, environmental re%mns,and

competition from illegal fishing activit e b\L |
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